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1) On page 17, Paul states, “The same white-sugar sand that whipped through our development in Houston and the one before that in Huntsville,” what does this say about their lifestyle?

2) Why do you think they move around a lot?

3) When Mr. and Mrs. Fisher meet Mr. Costello, they begin to tell them about Erik.  How would it make you feel if your parents ignored things you’ve done and accomplishments that you’ve made?

4) What are the town’s feelings towards Tangerine High School? (Pg 19).

5) What type of character do you think Mr. Fisher is?

6) Why does Paul say that Mike Costello is a “pretty decent guy, for a football player”?

7) On page 22, what do we learn about Paul as an athlete?

8) On pages 22-23, Paul thinks, “Fired for what, Dad? For telling us the truth? For telling us something that you didn’t know? That you should have known?” It seems as though this line extends past the muck fires, what could he be referring to?
9) Why does Paul say that his mom “…would never waste her time complaining. Just like she would never waste her time worrying about the past,”?
10) What do black storm clouds represent? (literally and symbolically)
11) How can the small wooden shacks be symbolic of the relationship between Paul and Erik?
12) On page 27, Paul thinks, “What else has Dad ‘overlooked’ about Tangerine,” why do you think the word “overlooked” is in quotes?
